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Application form
Thank you for applying for an All Stories mentorship. We can’t wait to read your application!
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you have any questions related to the form or about applying, please send a message to our dedicated email that offers help and advice: mentorshipq@allstories.org.uk
Email your completed application form to: applications@allstories.org.uk with the subject header “All Stories application” by 11.59pm on 24th June 2024. You will receive an automatic reply to confirm receipt. 
	Name
	

	Preferred pronouns
	

	Email address
	

	Telephone
	

	Address (must be UK resident)
	



I identify as:
Indicate with an X in at least one field below.
	A person of colour
	

	LGBTQ+
	

	Disabled
	

	Neurodivergent
	

	Working class/socio-economically disadvantaged
	



NB: We ask for this information in the application form because it is an eligibility requirement. It (along with your personal information) is redacted before the application is accessed.

	



Please confirm that you cannot afford to pay for such a mentorship: 
This is defined as your household earning less than the UK’s Minimum Income Standard – please check this at www.minimumincome.org.uk and see the terms and conditions below. 
Is there any other information that you'd like us to know?
For instance, if you are an unpaid carer, care experienced, unhoused, etc.
	


	


Please confirm that you are unagented and unpublished:


Do you have an accessibility requirements? 
You do not have to tell us this until after you’ve been offered a place, if preferred.
	I will need financial support to access the mentorship (e.g. internet or hardware costs)
	

	I will need disability support to fully access the mentorship (e.g. audio/visual support)
	

	I will need other access support (please specify):
	



Age group you’re writing for:
Choose one only.
	Picture books
	

	Young fiction (5–8 years)
	



Do you write:
Choose at least one.
	Fiction
	

	Non-fiction
	



Are you an author–illustrator?
	Yes
	

	No
	


	



	


I have read and agree to the terms and conditions detailed at the end of this document (required):
I agree for All Stories to store my personal information to contact me should I be offered a mentorship (required):

	


	


Should I be offered a mentorship, I agree for All Stories to share my name and email address with the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators and the Royal Society of Literature in order to arrange my free memberships:

I agree for All Stories to store my email address to contact me with updates about the project and other opportunities for children’s book writers: 
If you do not tick this box we will delete your information once the mentees have been chosen.

Where did you hear about All Stories? 
	On social media
	

	Through a writing group
	

	Through my local library
	

	From a friend
	

	Through SCBWI (Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators)
	

	Other (please specify): 
	



Why are you applying to All Stories? 
Tell us in a maximum of 500 words, including:
a) Why you write children's books
b) How long you've been writing
c) How you've developed your writing craft
d) Your hopes for the mentorship
e) Your goals for the future






Please paste below your writing sample: 
Picture book authors: include one picture book manuscript of up to 1000 words. Author–illustrators may also attach one low-res PDF of a picture book dummy.
Young fiction authors: include one sample of up to 5000 words.


Please paste below your synopsis: 
Young fiction writers only. Up to 500 words.
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Eligibility
This opportunity is only open to writers who come from backgrounds that are underrepresented in the publishing industry, including those who identify as a person of colour, LGBTQ+, disabled, neurodivergent, working class or socio-economically disadvantaged. This is self-defined by the applicant. 
By applying for this opportunity you confirm that you would otherwise be unable to afford such a mentorship (worth over £1500). Your household should earn less than the UK’s Minimum Income Standard, which varies according to your situation – please use www.minimumincome.org.uk to check what this is for you. Please be guided by the household amount rather than the individual amount and if you live in Inner/Outer London, make sure you choose this on the results page. For example, a person living on their own with no children outside London should earn less than £29,541, and a person living with their partner and two primary-age children in outer London should earn less than £57,923 as a household. You should also have less than £16,000 in savings. This eligibility is self-certificated, but should you be chosen for a mentorship, All Stories reserves the right to ask for evidence of your income and savings at any stage. 
NB: If you earn less than your Minimum Income Standard but you could afford a £1500+ mentorship (for example, if you don't have any large outgoings such as rent or a mortgage), please do not apply. Consider that, if chosen, you'll be taking a place away from someone who is not able to afford such support.
You must not currently be represented by a literary agent. You must be unpublished (in any genre), but this does not include self-published work, nor a piece in an anthology.
You must be over 18 when you apply and resident in the UK.
Application process
All Stories does not charge any fee for applying to the mentorship programme.  
The application window opens on 10th May, 2024 and closes at 11.59pm on 24th June, 2024.
Applicants apply by submitting:
Picture book writers: one manuscript of up to 1000 words. Author–illustrators may also attach one picture book dummy.
Young fiction writers: a sample of 5,000 words from the beginning of the book.
Young fiction writers: a synopsis of the work of no more than 500 words.
An explanation of why you are applying in less than 500 words.
All applications should be submitted to applications@allstories.org.uk with the subject header “All Stories application” and you will receive an email to confirm receipt. Please email info@allstories.org.uk if you don’t receive this. Please do not include any important information in the body of the email, as All Stories cannot guarantee that it will be read.
You must complete all sections of the application form and review and agree to the terms and conditions before submitting to All Stories. By applying to All Stories, you warrant that all information in the application form is true. 
All applications must be your original work. If you are unable to produce your submission for All Stories without third party assistance, you must give full disclosure of the nature (including name of the third party) and extent of that assistance with your submission. 
Applications received after the closing date will not be considered. All Stories is not responsible for illegible, incomplete, delayed, corrupted, malfunctioning, unreadable or lost entries. You should only supply copies of your work and should keep backups for your own files.
Writers apply to the programme as a whole, not to individual editors. All valid applications will be assessed by an initial editorial committee comprising two of the All Stories mentors and Rashmi Sirdeshpande, one of the patrons. This committee will evaluate various aspects of each submission including the quality and commerciality of the writing. Selected applications will be sent to each of the mentors based on their age range and genre preferences for the mentors to choose their top three. Each first-placed applicant will be offered a mentorship place. In the case of multiple editors choosing the same applicant, the second-placed applicant will be offered a place.
All Stories regrets that it will not be able to give feedback on individual entries that are not successful.
Successful applicants will be notified by email on or before 15th July, 2024. If you have been chosen you should respond within five days – if you do not, All Stories reserves the right to offer the mentorship to a substitute applicant selected in accordance with these rules. When you respond, you should provide details of any accessibility requirements (financial or otherwise) you need in order to participate fully in the mentorship. All Stories has an access fund and commits to doing its best to fulfil these requirements.
Each chosen mentee will be invited to an online meeting with their mentor for an initial chat, to ensure both mentee and mentor are happy to go ahead with the mentorship. The mentee should provide a photo and short biography (less than 100 words) for the website. 
The mentorships
The mentorships will run from 1st September, 2024 to 28th February, 2025.
Each mentee commits to:
Attending a kick-off webinar in August 2024 with the other mentees to be introduced to the programme
Attending regular video sessions with their mentor for the duration of the six-month mentorship period (at least once a month, to be agreed between mentee and mentor)
Attending all the group webinars and monthly book club sessions held during the mentorship period
Working on their manuscript(s) during the mentorship period
Delivering new/revised work to their mentor as agreed in their sessions
Completing an initial evaluation form with their mentor
Completing a mid-mentorship feedback questionnaire
Providing a Q&A interview or article for SCBWI’s e-newsletter, Words & Pictures
Evaluating the mentorship at the end of the mentorship period
Each mentor commits to:
Setting goals with their mentee in the first session to ensure they understand the mentee’s aims for their work
Giving in-depth feedback to their mentee to help develop their manuscript and their craft
Giving impartial advice about the children’s book market and publishing industry (if desired)
Spending two to six hours per month on the mentorship (this includes distant hours such as reading manuscripts and face-to-face hours such as meeting time with their mentee)
You do not necessarily need to complete your manuscript(s) within the mentorship period. Your mentor is not responsible for ensuring you complete your book.
All Stories may disqualify an applicant in the following circumstances: 
All Stories has reasonable grounds to believe the applicant’s application does not comply with these terms and conditions
All Stories has reasonable grounds to believe the actions of the applicant are fraudulent, dishonest, criminal or unjust to other applicants
The applicant fails to participate in any of the webinars or mentoring stages of the programme (without good reason)
Your personal information
When you apply to All Stories, we will collect your name and the contact details you supply us with, in order to inform you about the progress of your application. We store this data electronically and retain it only as long as is necessary for these purposes. The data is not shared with any third party. We will not sell your details or pass them on without your consent.
If you have ticked the box to agree for All Stories to store your personation information to contact you with updates about the project and other opportunities for children’s book writers, you can withdraw this consent at any time by emailing us info@allstories.org.uk with the subject line “Unsubscribe”.
By applying to All Stories you are agreeing that the mentors will have access to your writing sample and synopsis. They will not be given your name and contact details unless you are selected for a mentorship.
All Stories and its mentors do not act as an agent or intermediary and will not have any sort of role or claim in any contract you enter into with a literary agent or publisher.
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